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CHAPTER XXXVII
PERU AND BOLIVIA
1   Peru
HE republic of Peru comprises half a million square
miles stretching  from the steep  Pacific slope right
across to the valley of the Amazon    There are thus three
contrasted climatic regions within its boundaries  viz     (i)
the semi desert belt along the Pacific front   1 400 miles in
length and SO miles wide  with the irrigated valleys of the
short coastal rivers situated like oases along the barren slope
(n) the plateau proper which has already been described
and  (in)  the forested slopes of the Amazon Basin which
make up half the surface area of the country    Peru  with
the exception of this third area   is practically a rainless
region lying as it does in the lee of the cordillera sheltered
from the rain bearing winds from the Atlantic    Only by
irrigation   made  possible  by the  melting  snows   on  the
cordillera  can agriculture by carried on even in the valleys
Peru has a peculiar and melancholy interest because of
the ruthless destruction of the old Inca civilization found
here by the Spanish adventurers in the sixteenth century
The rums of the great stone buildings and causeways are a
majestic reminder of the level reached by these people in the
arts as the irrigation channels and terraced mountain sides
are still a tribute to their skill m agriculture    Of the present
population of over six million   slightly over three million
are white chiefly of Spanish descent    Nearly three million
Indians   42000 Asiatics and 29000 negroes   descendants
of slaves imported m past times  complete the population
picture.   The Europeans  other than Spanish born in the
country live mostly in the ports where they are engaged ^n
trade or the administration of mines or plantations
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